[Complications in endothelial keratoplasty performed by cornea fellows].
To report early complications in endothelial keratoplasty performed by cornea fellows. Retrospective study of endothelial keratoplasty performed by second-year cornea fellows. Described the early complications and its treatments. Thirty four endothelial keratoplasty were performed by cornea fellows, from July 2007 to August 2008. From this, 29 were Descemet stripping endothelial keratoplasty and 5 Descemet stripping automated endothelial keratoplasty; 14 combined with phacoemulsification and 1 with extracapsular cataract surgery. The main indication was Fuchs' dystrophy (18 cases), followed by bullous keratopathy (11 cases), primary failure after endothelial keratoplasty (4 cases) and congenital hereditary endothelial dystrophy (1 case). Main surgery complication was donor button detachment in 8 eyes (23.5%), followed by primary graft failure in 7 eyes (20.6%) and acute glaucoma after pupillary block in 1 eye (2.9%). The complication rate in this series, which were the first ever in a group of six cornea fellows, was high. This shows the steep learning curve for this surgical procedure. The assistance of an experienced surgeon could help to achieve a less steep learning curve with a lower complication rate.